Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #1

Once Hsi-t'ang, Pai-chang, and Nan-chuan accompanied the Patriarch to watch the moon. The Patriarch asked, "What shall we do now?"
Hsi-t'ang said, "We should make offerings."
Pai-chang said, "It is best to practice."
Nan-chuan shook his sleeves and went away. The Patriarch said, "The sutras enter the treasury, meditation returns to the sea. It is P'u-yuan alone that goes beyond all things."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #2

Once, as Nan-chuan was serving gruel to the community of monks, the Patriarch asked him, "What is in the bucket?"
Nan-chuan said, "This old man should keep his mouth shut. What is this talk all about?" The Patriarch did not respond.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #3

Pai-chang asked, "What is the direction of the Buddhas?"
"It is the very place where you let go of your body
and mind," replied the Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #4

When Ta-chu came to see the Patriarch for the first time, the Patriarch asked him, "Where are you coming from?"
"I am coming from Ta-yiin Monastery in Yiieh-chou," replied Ta-chu.
The Patriarch asked him, "What is your intention in coming here?"
Ta-chu said, "I have come here to seek the Buddhadharma."
The Patriarch said, "Without looking at your own treasure, for what purpose are you leaving your home and walking around? Here I do not have a single thing. What Buddhadharma are you looking for?"
Ta-chu bowed, and asked, "What is Hui-hai's own treasure?"
The Patriarch said, "That which is asking me right now is your own treasure - perfectly complete, it lacks nothing. You are free to use it; why are you seeking outside?"
Upon hearing this, Ta-chu realized the original mind without relying on knowledge and understanding. Overjoyed, he paid
his respects to the Patriarch and thanked him. After this he stayed with him for six years and served him as his disciple.
Later he returned [to Yueh-chou] and composed a treatise entitled Essentials of Entering the Way Through Sudden Awakening in one chuan. When the Patriarch saw the text, he said to the assembly, "In Yueh-chou there is a great pearl (ta-chu); its brilliance shines freely without obstruction."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #5

Ch'an Master Fa-hui of Le-t'an asked the Patriarch, "What is the meaning of 'Patriarch [Bodhidharma's] coming from the West?"
The Patriarch said, "I am going to tell you quietly; come closer." As Fa-hui stepped forward, the Patriarch gave him a blow, saying, "It is not to be discussed in front of another person. Come back tomorrow."
The next day Fa-hui entered the Dharma hall again and asked, "May the Venerable say something, please."
The Patriarch said, "Go and wait till I am about to give a a talk; then come out and I will testlfy to you."
On hearing this Fa-hui had awakening, and said, "Thanks to the great assembly for testifying." Then he encircled the Dharma hall once and went away.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #6

One day Ch'an Master Wei-chien of Le-t'an was sitting in meditation at the back of the Dharma hall. The Patriarch saw him sitting, came to him, and blew twice in his ear. Wei-chien emerged from meditation, and when he saw it was the Patriarch, he entered meditation again. The Patriarch went back to the abbot's quarters and asked his attendant to take a bowl of tea to Wei-chien. [When the attendant took the tea to him] Wei-chien ignored him; then he returned to the hall.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #7

Ch'an Master Hui-tsang of Shih-kung used to be a hunter [before becoming a monk]. He disliked monks. One day, as he was chasing a herd of deer, he happened to pass in front of the Patriarch's hermitage. The Patriarch greeted him. Hui-tsang asked, "Has the Venerable seen a herd of deer passing nearby?"
The Patriarch asked him, "Who are you?"
Hui-tsang replied, "I am a hunter."
The Patriarch asked, "Do you know how to shoot?"
Hui-tsang said, "Yes, I know."
The Patriarch asked, "How many deer can you shoot with a single arrow?"
Hui-bang said, "With a single arrow I can shoot only one [deer]."
The Patriarch said, "You don't know how to shoot."
Then Hui-tsang asked, "Does the Venerable know how to shoot?"
The Patriarch said, "Yes, I know."
Hui-tsang asked, "How many can the Venerable shoot with a single arrow?"
The Patriarch said, "With a single arrow I can shoot the whole herd."
Hui-tsang said, "They also have life; why shoot the whole herd?"
The Patriarch said, "If you know that, then why don't you shoot yourself?"
Hui-tsang replied, "If you ask me to shoot myself, I cannot do that."
The Patriarch said, "Ah, this man. All his ignorance and defilements accumulated over vast kakus have today suddenly come to an end." At that point Hui-tsang destroyed his bow and arrows. He cut off his hair with a knife, and
became a monk with the Patriarch.
One day, as Hui-bang was working in the kitchen, the Patriarch asked him, "What are you doing?"
Hui-bang replied, "I am tending an ox."
The Patriarch asked, "How do you tend an ox?"
Hui-tsang replied, "When he wants to enter the grass, I grab his nostrils and pull him away."
"You are really tending an ox," commented the Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #8

A monk asked the Patriarch, "Without using the four phrases and the hundred negations, may the Venerable directly point out to me the meaning of [Bodhidharma's] coming from the West."
The Patriarch said, "Today I do not feel like doing that. You can go and ask Chih-tsang."
The monk [went to] Chih-tsang and asked the same question. Chih-tsang said, "Why don't you ask the Venerable Master?"
The monk replied, "He sent me here to ask your Reverence."
Chih-tsang rubbed his head with his hand, and said, "I am having a headache today. You can go and ask my elder Dharma-brother Hai."
The monk went to Huai-hai and asked the same question. "I don't know anything about it," was Hui-hai's reply.
Later the monk told the Patriarch what had happened. "Chih-tsang's head is white; Hui-hai's is black," commented the Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #9

One day as Ch'an Master Pao-ch'e of Ma-ku was accompanying the Patriarch for a walk, he asked, "What is the Great Nirvana?'
"Quickly!" exclaimed the Patriarch.
"What quickly?" asked Pao-ch'e.
"Look at the water," said the Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #10

When Ch'an Master Fa-ch'ang of Ta-mei Mountain went to see the Patriarch for the first time, he asked, "What is Buddha?"
The Patriarch replied, "Mind is Buddha." [On hearing this] Fa-ch'ang had great awakening.
Later he went to live on Ta-mei mountain. When the Patriarch heard that he was residing on the mountain, he sent one of his monks to go there and ask Fa-ch'ang, "What did the Venerable obtain when he saw Ma-tsu, so that he has come to live on this mountain?"
Fach'ang said, "Ma-tsu told me that mind is Buddha; so I came to live here."
The monk said, "Ma-tsu's teaching has changed recently."
Fa-ch'ang asked, "What is the difference?"
The monk said, "Nowadays he also says, 'Neither mind nor Buddha.'"
Fa-ch'ang said, "That old man still hasn't stopped confusing people. You can have 'neither mind nor Buddha,' I only care for 'mind is Buddha.'"
The monk returned to the Patriarch and reported what has happened. "The plum is ripe." said the Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #11

When Ch'an Master Wu-yeh of Fen-chou went to see the Patriarch, the Patriarch noticed that his appearance was extraordinary and that his voice was like [the sound of] a bell.
He said, "Such an imposing Buddha hall, but no Buddha in it."
Wu-yeh respectfully kneeled down, and said, "I have studied the texts that contain the teachings of the three vehicles and have been able to roughly understand their meaning. I have also often heard about the teaching of the Ch'an school that mind is Buddha: this is something I have not yet been able to understand."
The Patriarch said, "This very mind that does not understand is it. There is no other thing."
Wu-yeh further asked, "What is the mind-seal that the Patriarch has secretly transmitted from the West?"
The Patriarch said, "The Venerable looks rather disturbed right now. Go and come some other time."
As Wu-yeh was just about to step out, the Patriarch called him, "Venerable!" Wu-yeh turned his head and the Patriarch asked him, "What is it?" [On hearing this] Wu-yeh experienced awakening. He bowed to the Patriarch, who said, "This stupid fellow! What is this bowing all about?"

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #12

When Teng Ying-feng was about to leave the Patriarch, the Patriarch asked him, "Where are you going?"
"To Shih-t'ou." replied Yin-feng.
The Patriarch said, "Shih-t'ou's path is slippery."
Yin-feng said, "I will use my own skills to deal with the situation as it presents itself." Then he left.
As soon as he arrived in front of Shih-t'ou, he walked around the Ch'an seat once, stuck his staff on the ground, and asked, "What is the meaning?"
Shih-t'ou said, "Heavens! Heavens!" Yin-feng was left speechless.
He returned to the Patriarch and reported what has happened. The Patriarch said, "Go back to see him again. When he says, 'Heavens! Heavens!' you make a deep sigh twice."
Yin-feng went back to Shih-t'ou and asked the same question as before. Shih-t'ou made a deep sigh twice. Yin-feng was left speechless again. He returned to the Patriarch and related what has happened.
The Patriarch said, "I told you that Shih-t'ou's path is slippery."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #13

One day, as Yin-feng was pushing a cart full of dirt, he came across the Patriarch who was sitting [on the ground] with his legs stretched over the path. He said, "Master, please move your legs away."
The Patriarch said, "Since I have already stretched a them out, I am not going to move them away."
"Since I am already moving forward, I am not going to retreat." said Yin-feng, and pushed the cart over the Patriarch, thereby injuring his legs.
Later the Patriarch returned to the Dharma hall with an ax in his hand, and asked, "Let the one who injured this old monk's feet step forward." Yin-feng came in front of the Patriarch and stretched out his neck. The Patriarch put the ax down.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #14

When Venerable Shih-chiu went to see the Patriarch for the first time, the Patriarch asked him, "Where are you coming from?"
Shih-chiu said, "From Wu-chiu.""
The Patriarch asked, "What is Wu-chiu talking about these days?"
Shih-chiu said, "How many are uncertain about it?"
The Patriarch said, "Lets leave talking about uncertain, how about saying one sentence quietly."
Shih-chiu stepped three steps forward. The Patriarch said, "I have seven blows with the stick to send to Wu-chiu. Would you be willing to do it for me when you return there?"
Shih-chiu replied, "I will do that if you taste them first." He then returned to Wu-chiu.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #15

Lecture Master Liang went to see the Patriarch. The Patriarch asked him, "1 have heard that the Venerable has been lecturing on many sutras and sastras. Is that true?"
"Yes." replied Liang.
The Patriarch then asked him, "What do you lecture with?"
Liang replied, "I lecture with my mind."
The Patriarch said, "'The mind is like an actor, consciousness is like a coadjutor.' How can they explain the sutras?"
Liang said in a raised voice, "If the mind cannot lecture, is it that empty space can lecture?"
The Patriarch said, "Yes, indeed, empty space can lecture."
Liang disagreed with that and [started to] leave. When
he was about to step down the stairs, the Patriarch called him, "Venerable lecturer!" Liang turned his head and suddenly had
great awakening. He bowed to the Patriarch, who said, "This stupid monk! What are you bowing for?"
Later, when Liang returned to his monastery, he said to the assembly, "I used to think that no one could lecture on the sutras as well as I did. Today a single question by the Great Master Ma rendered my whole life's work like a melting ice or broken tile." He then returned to the Western Mountain and no trace was found of him afterwards.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #16

When Venemble Shui-lao of Hung-chou came to see the Patriarch for the first time, he asked, "What is the meaning of [Bodhidharrna's] coming from the West?"
The Patriarch said, "Bow down!"
As soon as Shui-lao went down to bow, the Patriarch kicked him. Shui-lao had great awakening. He rose up clapping his hands and laughing heartily, and said, "Wonderful! Wonderful! The source of myriad samadhis and limitless subtle meanings can all be realized on the tip of a single hair." He then paid his respects to the Patriarch and withdrew.
Later he told the assembly, "Since the day I was kicked by Master Ma, I have not stopped laughing."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #17

Layman P'ang asked the Patriarch, "Who is the one that does not keep company with the myriad dharmas?"
The Patriarch said, "I will tell you when you swallow all the water of the West River in a single gulp."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #18

Layman P'ang also asked, "The unveiled original man asks you to look upward, please." The Patriarch looked straight down. The layman said, "Only the Master can play so wonderfully on a stringless lute." The Patriarch looked straight up. The layman bowed, and the Patriarch returned to his quarters. The layman followed him; when he entered the room, he said, "Just now bungled it trying to be wise."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #19

Layman P'ang also asked, "Water has no bones and sinews, and yet it can support a boat of ten-thousand hu. What is the meaning of this?"
The Patriarch said, "There is neither water nor boat here; what bones and sinews are you talking about?"

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #20

A monk asked, "Why does the Venerable say that mind is Buddha?"
The Patriarch said, "To stop small children's crying."
The monk asked, "What do you say when they have stopped crying?"
The Patriarch said, "It is neither mind nor Buddha."
The monk asked, "And when you have someone who does not belong to either of these two, how do you instruct him?"
The Patriarch said, "I tell him that it is not a thing."
The monk asked, "And how about when you suddenly meet someone who is there?"
The Patriarch said, "I teach him to directly realize the Great Way."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #21

Someone asked, "What is the meaning of [Bodhidharrna's] coming from the West?"
"What is the meaning right now?" replied the Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #22

A monk asked, "How should one be in harmony with the Way?"
The Patriarch replied, "I am already not in harmony with the Way."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #23

Someone asked, "What is the meaning of [Bodhidharma's] coming from the West?"
The Patriarch hit him, and said, "If I don't hit you, people everywhere will laugh at me."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #24

There was a young monk whose name was Tan-yuan.
Once, after returning from a pilgrimage, he went to the Patriarch and drew a circle in front of him. He then entered the
circle, bowed, and stood still. The Patriarch asked him, "Is it that you want to become a Buddha?"
The young monk replied, "I do not know how to rub my eyes. "
The Patriarch said, "I am not as good as you." The young monk had no answer.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #25

Once a monk drew four lines in front of the Patriarch. The top one was long, the three below were short. He asked, "You may not say that there is one long line and three short lines. Without using the four phrases and the hundred negations, please answer me."
The Patriarch drew one line on the ground and said, "Without talking about long and short, I have answered you."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #26

The Patriarch sent a monk to deliver a letter to Venerable [Fa-] ch'in of Ching-shan. In the letter he drew a circle. When Ching-shan opened the letter and saw the circle, he took a brush and put a dot in the center.
Later a monk related this to National Teacher Hui-chung. "Master Ching has been fooled by Master Ma." commented the National Teacher.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #27

Once a lecturing monk came [to the Patriarch], and asked, "What Dharma does the Ch'an school teach?"
[In return] the Patriarch asked him, "What Dharma does the Lecture Master teach?"
The lecturer replied, "I have lectured on over twenty sutras and sastras."
The Patriarch said, "Aren't you a lion?"
The lecturer said, "Thank you." Thereupon, the Patriarch hissed. The lecturer said, "That is Dharma."
The Patriarch asked, "What Dharma is it?"
The lecturer said, "It is the lion coming out of a cave."
The Patriarch kept silent. The lecturer said, "That is also Dharma."
The Patriarch asked, "What Dharma is it?"
The lecturer said, "It is the lion in a cave."
Then the Patriarch asked, "When there is neither coming out nor going in, what Dharma is that?" The lecturer had
no reply. He then started to leave. When he reached the door, the Patriarch called him, "Lecture Master!" The lecturer turned his head and the Patriarch asked him, "What is it?" The lecturer had no reply again. "This stupid lecturer." said the
Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #28

The chief law-inspector in Hung-chou asked, "Is it correct to eat meat and drink wine?"
The Patriarch replied, "If you eat meat and drink wine, that is your happiness. If you don't, it is your blessing."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #29

When Ch'an Master Wei-yen of Yao-shan went to see Shih-t'ou for the first time, he asked, "I have some knowledge about the three vehicles and the twelve divisions of the teaching. I have also often heard about the Southern [school's] teaching of directly pointing to the mind, perceiving the nature, and becoming a Buddha. This is something I have not been able to understand. May the Venerable be compassionate enough to instruct me."
Shih-t'ou said, "Thus will not do; not thus will not do; either thus or not thus, none will do. What can you say?" Yao-shan was unable to understand. Shih-t'ou said, "Your affinities are not here. Go to the Great Master Ma."
Yao-shan did as he was instructed, and went to see the Patriarch. When he arrived, he bowed respectfully and
asked the same question. The Patriarch said, "Sometimes I teach to raise the eyebrows and blink the eyes; sometimes I don't teach to raise the eyebrows and blink the eyes. Sometimes raising the eyebrows and blinking the eyes is correct, sometimes raising the eyebrows and blinking the eyes is not correct. How do you understand this?" On hearing this Yao-shan had an awakening. He bowed to the Patriarch who asked him, "What did you realize so that you are bowing?"
Yao-shan said, "When I was with Shih-t'ou, I was like a mosquito trying to bite an iron ox."
The Patriarch said, "Since you are like this, take good care of it."
Yao-shan stayed with the Patriarch for three years acting as his attendant. One day the Patriarch asked him, "What have your views been recently?"
Yao-shan replied, "All skin has completely come off. There is only one true reality."
The Patriarch said, "What you have attained harmonizes with your mind and is displayed in your four limbs. Since that is so, you can tie three strips of bamboo around your stomach and become the head of a community."
Yao-shan said, "How could I dare to assume that I can become the head of a community?"
The Patriarch said, "That is not so. There has been no one who has always cultivated without starting to teach; there has been no one who has taught without having cultivated himself. If you wish to bring benefits, then there are no benefits. If you wish to act, there is nothing to be done. You should be like a boat. Don't stay here for too long." Soon after this Yao-shan left the Patriarch.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #30

Ch'an Master T'ien-jan of Tan-hsia went to see the Patriarch. Before going to pay his respects, he entered the monk's hall and rode on the neck of the holy image. The monks started to panic. They quickly went to the Patriarch to report what was happening. The Patriarch went to the hall in person; when he saw Tan-hsia, he said, "My disciple is natural (t'ien-jan)."
Tan-hsia came down, paid his respects, and said, "Thank you, Master, for giving me my Dharma-name." This is how he became known as T'ien-jan.

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #31

When Ch'an Master Hui-lang went to see the Patriarch for the first time, the Patriarch asked him, "What are you seeking by coming here?"
Hui-lang replied, "I am seeking for the Buddha's knowledge and insight."
The Patriarch said, "The Buddha has no knowledge and insight; knowledge and insight belong to Mara. Where are you coming from?"
Hui-lang replied, "I am coming from Nan-yueh."
The Patriarch said, "You are coming from Nan-yueh, and yet you do not know the essence of the mind of Ts'ao-hsi. You should return there quickly. You need not go to other places."

Sun Face Buddha (Master Ma) #32

The Patriarch asked a monk, "Where are you coming from?"
The monk replied, "I am coming from Hu-nan (South of the Lake)."
The Patriarch asked, "Is the East Lake full?"
The monk replied, "Not yet."
The Patriarch said, "It has been raining for so long; how come it is still not full?"
(Later different monks made comments on the above dialogue.)
Tao-wu said, "Full."
Yun-yen said, "Profound."
Tung-shan said, "In which kalpa has it been deficient?"

